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Mission Statement 
Museum Vision   

    Mission  
 The mission of the Fort Des Moines Museum 

and Education Center is to preserve, 
promote, and perpetuate the heritage of 
service, sacrifice, and risk taken by the Black 
officers of World War I and the women of 
World War II through exhibits, educational 
programming, and public use of the facility. 

  
 Vision  
 Fort Des Moines Museum and Education 

Center honors the heroes who brought 
gender and racial equality to the United 
States Army during World War I and World 
War II. 
 

 This landmark is a: 
· National attraction with artifacts, exhibits, 
archival photographs and period art. 
· Resource center for students and 
educators.  
· Historical site for conferences, meetings 
and celebrations.  

 



History of Fort Des Moines 

Charles Hamilton 
Houston  

WAC First Class 

Lt. Ronald 
Reagan  



History of the  
Fort Des Moines Museum  

Founder  
Robert Morris  

General  
Colin Powell  

Founder  
Lou Erbstein  

Senator Tom Harkin  

Congressman 
Leonard Boswell 

Senator Charles 
Grassley 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Colin_Powell_official_Secretary_of_State_photo.jpg


Making a Difference  

This image cannot currently be displayed.



Fort Des Moines  
Preservation Project  

 

Board of Director s 
 

Mary E. Whisenand, Board President 
Vice President, Marsh, US Consumer 

 
RADM (Ret.) Ben Gaumer, DO, Board Vice 

President 
Vice President, Quality and IT, Mercy 

Clinics, Inc. 
 

Jeremy Mally, CPA, Board Treasurer 
Faller Kincheloe & Co., PLC 

 
Lisa Breun, Board Secretary 

Director Department of Veterans Affairs 
Regional Office 

 
Scott M. Brennan 

Attorney, Davis, Brown, Koehn, Shors & 
Roberts 

 
Thomas Hill, Ph.D. 

Vice President for Student Affairs, Iowa 
State University 

 
John Irving 

Director of Business Development, Baker 
Electric, Inc. 

 

         Goals 
Renovation of Historic Chapel 

Development of Collection 
Room to properly preserve 

growing collection 

 

 

 
 

LTC (Ret.) Terry Lipovac 
State Service Officer, Veterans of Foreign Wars   

 
Michael Sadler 

Director, Policy and Law,Qwest  
 

Scott J. Snyder 
Vice President, Wells Fargo 

 
WO1 Connie Williams 

State Equal Opportunity Officer, Iowa National 
Guard 

 
Arnold A. Woods 

Director, Student Financial Aid, Grinnell College 
 

MAJ Monica M. Radtke 
Public Affairs Officer 

103rd Sustainment Command (Expeditionary) 
 

Hal S. Chase, Ph.D. 
Emeritus Instructor of History DMACC 

President, Farmers & Merchants Bancorp 
 

Lisa L. Ossian,  
Professor of History DMACC 



Fort Des Moines Chapel  

 



Current Chapel Conditions  
Exterior Painting 

Masonry Restoration 



Current Chapel Infrastructure  Conditions 
Restoration of Stained Glass Window 
 



Current Chapel Infrastructure  Conditions 
Repair of Gutter and Roof   



Development of Collection Room   
Collection Rooms 2006 -2012 



Development of Collection Room   
The Collection-What it will preserve  

This image cannot currently be displayed.
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Development of Collection Room   
 Interior  

X 

     Museum 



Development of Collection Room   
Exterior Grounds around proposed 
Collection Room  



Development of Collection Room 
Budget and Timeline 

Appropriation of Funds Museum  Ongoing  

Purchasing of collection 
materials 

Museum May- August 2012 

Work on collection room  Contractors  June- November, 12 

 Work on chapel (Exterior) Contractors May – October, 12 

Work on chapel (Interior)* 
June – August weddings  

Contractors  May, 12 
September- October , 12 

$200,000  Cost for full restoration of chapel  

$70,000 Cost of collection room 

 $270,000 Total  

$30,000 
$10,000 

Funds received for Chapel 
 Funds received for Collection Room  

$230,000 Needed Total   

$83,900.00 
$30,000 

Chapel 
Collection Room 

$113,900  Request to the Iowa Legislature 
Total  



Thank you!   
 
Questions  

Thank you!  
Questions?   
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